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Proverbs XXV. 4.—TAKE AWAY THE DROSS FROM THE SILVER,

AND THERE SHALL COME FORTH A VESSEL FOR THE FINER.

Acts XV. 10.

—

Why tempt ye god, to put a yoke upon the

NECKS OF the DISCIPLES, WHICH NEITHER OUR FATHERS NOR WE

WERE ABLE TO BEAR 1

Ads XV. 28.

—

It seemed good to the holy ghost, and to

us, TO LAY UPON YOU NO GREATER BURDEN THAN THESE NECES-

SARY THINGS.

Bomans xiv. 13.

—

Let us not therefore judge one another

ANY more : BUT JUDGE THIS RATHER, THAT NO MAN PUT A STUM-

BLING BLOCK OR AN OCCASION TO FALL IN HIS BROTHER'S WAY.

Romans xiv. 19.

—

Let us therefore follow after the

THINGS WHICH MAKE FOR PEACE, AND THINGS WHEREWITH ONE

MAY EDIFt ANOTHER.

Ejphesians iv. 15.

—

Speaking the truth [margin, being sin-

cere] IN LOVE.

James v. 12.—^Let your yea be yea ; and your nay, nay.



It is not without a painful sense of my unworthiness

for the work, that I presume to make this appeal to

those, with whose views of saving truth I cordially

agree in the main. And to prove that these are no

mere formal words of courtesy, I begin by acknow-

ledging, with sincere regret, that during the earlier

part of my life I used to regard with distrust, if not

with something like contempt, those very interpretations

of the teaching of God's Word, most dearly cherished

by yourselves, which I now regard as correct and sound.

Born at the close of the last century, I grew up, and

grew old enough to take orders, with very inadequate

conceptions of the Christianity revealed in the Gospel,

with no abiding sense of thankfulness for mercies wholly

undeserved, with Httle if any heartfelt joy or peace in

believing, little or no experience in the Gospel way of

loving God simply because He first loved us. As far as

I had heard of such topics, and of their being dwelt

upon with any urgency beseeming their importance, I

used to reckon them the shallow utterances of the

ignorant, and to connect them with the names of

methodist, fanatic, and hypocrite. But in the provi-

dence of God I was early led to take the charge of a

populous parish, (Sedgely, 1826,) and was thus brought
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into intercourse with the inner thoughts of others, and
especially with those of the sick and the dying. And
I soon began to feel convinced, to my discomfiture,

that the only teaching I had to offer was of httle or

no avail in making wise unto salvation. At the same

time I also became aware, by personal observation, that

the views which I had despised as visionary and wild,

were held in earnest by the best of Christians ; and

that, when thus realized, they did actually bear the

fruits of holy living and of happy dying ; holy and

happy to a degree of which previously I had no ex-

perience. It happened also that at about the same period

I was much occupied in writing an Exposition of Holy
Scripture, commencing on the NewTestament, (in 1831,)

and completing the last volume on the Old
;

(in 1844 ;)

and that, having this work in hand, I entered afresh

upon the study of the Bible, with the single purpose

of ascertaining exactly what it purported to teach, for

the edifying of my readers and of myself. You will

easily believe me, when I state, that I soon found reason

to feel utterly ashamed of my previous misconceptions
;

that I learned to abhor the folly and conceit of scorning

notions cherished by such men as Jewell and Leigh-

ton, as Newton and Cecil, as Kobert Hall and Richard

Baxter ; and that I trembled for the responsibility I had

incurred, in acting as a minister of the Gospel, ere I

had mastered the main elements of the truth wliich I

had undertaken to teach. I never now without com-

punction call to mind, how ill informed I was in my
early days as to divine things, and how many evil habits

grew upon me, in despite of the remonstrances of con-

science, ere I had attained to any adequate conception

of the way, the only way, in which pardon and peace,

holiness and happiness, are surely to be found. ^ All

^ See Note (a) in Appendix.
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this I publicly confess, with how much reluctance I

need not say, in order to give weight to this appeal; by
convincing you, how dearly I now prize those aspects

of our common faith which are indicated by the term

evangelical, and how highly I esteem those excellent

men, in whose steps I unwittingly found myself walk-

ing, when I had simply set off in earnest to pursue the

pathway of Truth.

I am referring to a period nearly forty years ago, and

to convictions which have been enlarged and strength-

ened by all the studies, observations, and experiences

of the intervening time. And whilst many of my early

Oxford friends have been drifting, by force of the Anglo-

catholic current, towards the dark abyss of Popery, of

whom some are already engulphed,^ and some still hesi-

tate on the slippery verge, I have been led to cherish,

with ever increasing attachment, the Gospel of the grace

of God, brought to light anew by our Reformers, and

to value the regard of those truly evangelical men, who
uphold their views, and follow their examples. Hence
it is that I take every opportunity of retracting what I

have ever otherwise stated, and am continually occupied

in revising what I have at any time published in a sense

opposed to theirs. And hence I cannot but desire,

that in the present crisis of opinions and beliefs, in re-

gard to matters theological and ecclesiastical, the Evan-

gehcals should so act as to recommend their distinctive

principles, and to secure for those principles a due mea-

sure of ascendancy in any settlement likely to occur of

the questions which agitate the church.

Bear with me then, beloved brethren, if as one who
has been constrained to think many of your thoughts,

notwithstanding early and strong prejudice against

them, I venture, out of the deep interest I feel in

* See Kote (b) in Appendix.
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our common cause, to tell you briefly but explicitly,

that I tremble for the issue, both as to yourselves and
as concerns the church, if you persevere in the attitude,

whether of hostility, or of neutrality, which you with

few exceptions have hitherto maintained, in the matter

of Liturgical Revision. It is not consistent with your

professed principles, that you should take no active part

in amending the acknowledged defects of anything,

however excellent, with which you have to do. If in

services of man's framing there be terms open to any

doubt as to their being in harmony with the Word
of God, it is expected of you to be forward in fairly

facing such objections, and in removing that which

justly gives oflPence. If there be expressions in any

part of our ritual that savour of Popish error, and

have been used successfully as lures and snares to the

pitfall of Romanism, it is to the Evangelicals, above

all others, that both friends and opponents naturally

look, for zeal in the work of revising them. And though

it may be possible to interpret such expressions in an

unobjectionable sense, by the exercise of an ingenious

special pleading, yet it seems not possible to reconcile

real tenderness of conscience with passive acquiescence

in the use of any form of words, especially in our acts

of pubhc worship, and the Hke, which, as generally

understood, are not felt to be consistent with divine

truth. Now unless you are greatly belied, you do

not, the greater part of you, believe, that every infant

when baptized is then and there made regenerate.

Why then tell the people, or why aquiesce in their be-

ing told, that so it is ? Further it may be presumed

that you cannot really think so favorably of every

one brought to church for burial, as that you hold the

minister warranted in announcing that it has pleased

God to take to himself the soul of the departed. Why
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then refrain from protesting against the use of a form of

words, which exphcitly expresses this announcement in

every instance alike ?

All men know that when our Liturgy and Offices

were remodelled according to the standard of the Gos-

pel, the work was left incomplete. It is no less no-

torious, that since that time they have been subjected

to more than one re-actionary revision ; ^ whereof the

latest, in 1661-2, was devised and enforced, for the

avowed purpose of shutting out from our communion
the Evangehcals of two centuries ago. Hence the

origin, growth, and present influence, religious and

political, of the non-conformist bodies in these realms.

Hence also the worldliness, the formality, the spiritual

deadness, which crept over our church and prevailed,

up to the time when Wesley and Whitfield succeeded

in reviving it even when frowned out of it ; rekindling

amongst us the embers of divine truth and love, just

in time to encounter and withstand, within these

realms, the flood of devastating atheism, which over-

whelmed the rest of Western Christendom. During

the throes of the deadly struggle which ensued on the

French Bevolution, the Evangehcals of the Church

of England rose to the high position demanded by

their name, through a storm of persecution manfully

endured, as teachers of Gospel truth, and workers of

Gospel righteousness. Thanks to their leaders, lay

and clerical, the traffic in human cargoes was pro-

hibited, and the bonds of the negro captive were

loosed ;
preachers were sent forth to Africa, to the

East, and to the Antipodes, bearing the glad tidings

of salvation through Christ ; whilst at home the right

hand of Christian fellowship was held out, with the

Bible in its grasp, to all of every communion who
* See Kote (c) in Appendix.



8 All Appeal to Evangelical Churchmen

were willing to join in imparting it, without note or

comment, to the whole human race. Thus the name
long evil spoken of had become a title generally re-

spected. And the somewhat perilous patronage of many-

wise and many noble confirmed the judgment held by
many truly good and great in the middle and lower

ranks of Hfe, that the strength of our national church,

especially in dealing with our long neglected masses,

lay in its evangelical ministry.

Such was the influence for usefulness exercised, such

the high position for promoting the cause of the Gospel

achieved, by the body whose name you bear, during the

early portion of the present century. That it has made
no progress since, but rather has lost ground, may be

accounted for by various considerations. Some would

say, that it has given too httle heed to the cultivation

of sound learning and true science ; others, that it has

not universally inculcated a tone of morals pure and

lofty in harmony with its requirements as to doctrine.

And it may be true, that in these respects it has not

always borne comparison with those churchmen of the

olden pattern, who do credit to any cause which they

espouse ; in whose ideal are united the scholar and

the gentleman, and high integrity with candour and

urbanity ; but in whose religion, still cherished by multi-

tudes, practice takes undue precedencyof faith, fear is pre-

ferred to hope for the anchor of the soul, and love ranks

as a branch of duty instead of duty following as a fruit

of love. But over and above these causes, and perhaps

others that might be mentioned, as adverse to the influ-

ence of Evangelicals in the church ; beyond all question

the chief cause has been the development of the Anglo-

catholic phase of churchmanship, commonly called Trac-

tarian. Now this practically Romanizing system is

avowedly based upon those definite though slight traces
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of Romish phraseology, and of ascetic, sacerdotal, and

sacramental superstition, which have long been lurking in

the formularies of our church.* The Tracts for the Times

make the most of every such remnant of the old leaven
;

tending to reduce the authority of Holy Writ to the level

of that of the church, of its Councils and its Fathers, ofits

Bishops and its Priests, of its Creeds and its Liturgies,

and thereby endeavouring to subject every man's con-

science to a human interpretation of the divine oracles.

To what extent they have succeeded, with some scrupu-

lous and some frivolous minds, with some fervid, some

feeble, and many feminine, is a matter of fact in which

Rome exults. How largely, in other instances, they

have unsettled faith in God's Word without estabhshing

reliance on man's traditions, will not be fully disclosed,

until our Negative theologians, their legitimate and in-

evitable successors, have in like manner had their day.

Nevertheless from the outset of their career, in 1833,

to the present period of their waning influence, the

Romanizing Anglo-cathohcs have retained undisturbed

possession of their vantage ground in the unrevised for-

mularies of the church
;
you having for the most part

acquiesced in their retaining it. And perhaps it might

be justly said, in excuse for the hapless victims of that

perilous delusion, that they have done no more than fol-

low out, with a mistaken conscientiousness, the traces of

Romish error to be met with in their path ; concentrating

on these few exceptional blemishes a morbid attention,

and overlooking the manifest tenor to the contrary of

the teaching of our church as a whole. In their sore

bondage to superstitions in some sort worse than hea-

then, inasmuch as the corruption of the best is worst,

they might reproach those who left these blocks of stum-

bhng in the way, with being answerable in no small

* See ITote (d) in Appendix.
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measure for their fall. Scions of your own stock in many
instances, bearing the names of fathers honoured in the

foremost of your ranks, taught in your school the su-

premacy of conscience, but mistaking its fancies for

realities, its feverish scruples for a healthful tenderness,

they have been led to surrender in the end even con-

science itself to the dictation of a human guide ; they

have used for the last time their right of private judg-

ment, in deciding that they will never use it any more ;

they have taken a step which by its very nature most

deprives them of all power to retrace their path ; they

have gone over, as it is commonly said, to Kome. To
many this may sound a light matter. But with you it

cannot but be a downfall fearful to contemplate. With
you it means to plunge from the light of heaven into

the depths of darkness, from the realms of faith into the

regions of sense, from a spiritual into a material religion,

from communion with the Father, through the Son, by

the Spirit, into communion with the Virgin Mary,

through the church, by the priest ; it is to stand pledged

to mass worship, and to image worship, and to saint and

relic and angel worship ; forbidding and forbidden to

marry, and thinking to please God by suppressing natu-

ral affection, and by sternly stifling the human will of

His implanting, instead of humbly submitting and con-

forming it to His.

Now weigh well, I beseech you, these questions fol-

lowing: Would such awful lapses so easily have befallen

our sorely regretted brethren, but for the occasion given,

or the handle taken, from the expressions in our ritual

here referred to ? Would they have been likely to hap-

pen at all, if in 1662, or even in 1689, our ritual had

been fairly revised, as was hoped, with a view to con-

ciliate, rather than to exclude, those who then held views

akin to yours ? Would they have continued to take
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place, even down to the present day, if any such revision

had been judiciously effected in the meanwhile ? Yet
with all the facts and history of the case past question, no

remonstrances however urgent have been listened to

;

no arguments however cogent and temperate, in favour

of such well considered action, have prevailed with

those highest in authority, to take steps tow^ards re-

moving from our Protestant services expressions which

have proved helpful in making proselytes to Romanism.^

Nor has the cause of Liturgical Revision, with a

view to Liturgical purity, been all the while heartily

and oj)enly supported, by more than a small fraction of

that body to whom this Appeal is now affectionately

addressed. And yet surely of you, above all others, it

was to be expected, that out of regard to evangelical

consistency, although the bench of bishops might show

no favour, and the dispensers of state patronage might

look coldly on the movement, you would one and all

join hand to hand in the work of perfecting our

justly valued ritual ; by making good the few defects,

left in its construction during the reign of the most

regretted of our kings, and by obliterating the few blots

of Romish hue, made purposely on its otherwise cathoHc

pages, under the authority of that violator of his own
royal declaration, who was at once a sensualist in prac-

tice and a papist in heart.

Nevertheless the question has made progress, and is

now fairly on its way for solution. Notwithstanding

the active opposition of many, and the adverse neutra-

lity of more, the pleas of truth, common sense, and

charity, in behalf of this long delayed reform, have at

length obtained a favourable hearing, in the high places

of the land.^ And the day is now all but come, when
the convictions of the existing generation will no longer

^ See !N'ote (e) in Appendix. * See Kote (r) in Appendix.
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be hopelessly fettered, by phrases stereotyped, some in

malice some in ignorance, two hundred years ago and

more. The following may be mentioned as convictions

now so widely prevalent, as to be entitled to recognition

by the powers that be :—That a rigid uniformity ofwords

enforced, with an unlimited allowance for variety in the

sense to be attached to them, is a device as unseemly,

as it has proved to be unsuccessful, for the securing of

unity in religion :—That in religious services it is highly

objectionable to prescribe, for use without exception in

all cases, words which in many cases cannot properly ap-

ply :—That it is no less objectionable in such services to

introduce dogmatic statements on abstruse mysteries,

with sentences of perdition pronounced on all who with-

hold assent :—That it is derogatory to the honour due to

the inspired Word of God to read the uninspired word
of man out of the same volume, and at the same place

in the service :—And that it is not consistent with the

respect due to God's ministers, that every incumbent

should have to declare and sim his solemn assent and

consent to sundry compositions of man's framing ; as

to many points whereof wise and good men differ

very widely, and are undoubtedly at Hberty so to differ

conscientiously.

With convictions such as the above cherished heartily

and generally by men of nearly every school and party,

it is easy to forecast, that amongst amendments in our

ritual and discipline shortly to be compassed, the fol-

lowing will not be lost sight of Our children, to begin

with the rising generation, will not be led to think on

the authority of the church, that the only noteworthy

ground of their obligation to believe and obey is the

promise made in their behalf by their sponsors.^ Nei-

ther in the Catechism, nor in the sacramental services,

' See Note (o) in Appendix.
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will any foundation be left, on which to build^ as is now
often done^ the opus operatum doctrine of grace. The
scholastic subtleties, and presumptuous anathemas,

falsely fathered on the much injured Athanasius, will

not henceforth, as now, discompose our congregations,

on certain occasions marked out for their rehearsal
; per-

plexing the thoughtful, distressing the charitable, and

often seriously shocking the devout. The days of Tobit

and liis dog, of Susanna and the Elders, of Bel and the

Dragon, are numbered. Our prelates will be spared the

necessity of admitting in their place in parliament, that

they at their consecration are not required to sign that

extremely rigid test of orthodoxy, which is imposed by
law on every incumbent. Nor will they avow them-

selves ready to sanction a violation of the law by officia-

ting ministers, in cases wherein the words prescribed for

use would be most grossly misapplied, with the intima-

tion that when acting judicially they would not enforce

the legal penalty.^ This must have sounded strange

doctrine to our lay legislators ; who are apt to expect

of judges, ecclesiastical as well as civil, that they will

administer the law truly as it is, not dispensing with it

where they think it would press hardly, but rather using

all their power to amend it. And to the legislative

wisdom of our Christian laymen, we may confidently

look for the amendment of the faults and flaws, which

have been entailed upon our church by acts of parha-

ment. To that wisdom we owe the restraints put upon
pluraHties, the improved position secured for curates,

and sundry minor instalments of church reform, as well

as the mitigation of our cruel penal code, and other

marked advances in social and political morality, all

achieved during the present century. Let us hope and

pray, that those chief pastors of our church, who alone

^ See Kote (h) in Appendix.
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have place in our legislature, may henceforth take a

decisive part in favour of all such improvements ;

and may ever make their voices to be heard amongst
their peers, as befits their high and holy calling, in

tones of earnestness, and with words of weight, in

behalf of every well considered measure, that tends

to redress wrong or to establish right, to promote

peace on earth, good will amongst men, or glory to

God in the highest.

That Liturgical Revision is a measure pregnant with

these blessed results is a point on which it must be

admitted that there is great difference of opinion.

But it is evident that the issue will depend, in no small

degree, upon the principles held by those who shall be

chiefly charged with the duty of effecting it. It is not

too late for your highly esteemed leaders, and for all of

you, each in his own post of influence, to take an active

part in the work. It is not too late now ; but, unless

the signs of the times prove fallacious, it will be too

late ere long. There are others coming to the front in

this movement, who will stand up manfully, whether

you will or not, for the indispensable necessity of mak-

ing words tally with convictions, for exempting the

beneficed clergy from the yoke not imposed upon their

brethren, and for ceasing to require of any man, clerical

or lay, that he should either sign or rehearse that which

in many cases he cannot possibly mean. It is for you

to take up this great cause in earnest ; the cause of

truth and conscientiousness, of sincerity and consistency,

of the furtherance of the Gospel through the ministry

of the church. This is what the cause bids fair to

prove, if honestly taken in hand, and resolutely carried

through, on the principles of integrity, moderation, and

liberality, which the Gospel everywhere inculcates.

These are the interests you venture to put in jeopardy,

I
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by standing aloof, whether through misconception or

timidity, from due participation in this work.

There may be reason to apprehend/ that not a few

refuse to take their part in it, because they feel it

extremely doubtful whether they should succeed in

managing it all their own way. They would gladly be

well rid of that which grates upon themselves ; but they

are loth to surrender that which gives them no pain, how-

ever sorely it may grate on others. Now this is a point

to be clearly settled at the outset ; because herein lies

the very pith of the whole question, and the only way
to its satisfactory solution. A truly evangelical Chris-

tian must have no pleasure in enforcing on his brother

Christian any terms of communion needlessly exclusive.

The facts, the doctrines, the duties, plainly stated in

the divine oracles of truth, are few, simple, and intelli-

gible, as compared with the many and conflicting in-

ferences, which men at sundry times have drawn
therefrom. These latter form the staple of contro-

versial theology ; whereas the former comprise all that

can be requisite for the bonds of Christian fellowship.

To reject -the former is to be self excommunicated. To
prescribe the latter as tests of orthodoxy, and terms of

communion, has been the source of nine tenths of the

discord and dissension, of the so called heresy and

schism, which have proved in all ages the bane of the

church, and the scandal of the unbelieving world. We
have learned to abominate tortures and flaming faggots,

dragonnades and massacres, employed as means of pro--

moting church unity. But we need still to watch, lest

we harbour in our hearts any portion of that bigotry

and spirit of exclusion, which would enforce trifles as if

they were fundamentals, and which, under show of up-

holding the truth of God, is in reality the insisting on

' See Kote (i) in Appendix.
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our own opinions. Cliurch order and authority, church

discipline and ritual, must never be so straitly pressed,

as to cramp that exercise of private judgment, without

which there can be no real union of mind or heart be-

tween man and man. No scandal is more to be de-

precated than a low standard of morahty, screened be-

neath a high standard of doctrine. And what can be

more remote from the elevation of Christian morals,

than to be at once somewhat careless ourselves as to

signing or saying exactly the thing we mean, and at

the same time very peremptory with others, that they

should say or sign that which we think fit ?

When therefore I plead with you to come forward

heartily, in the cause of Liturgical Revision, it is on

the understood principle, that no one should aim at

enforcing his own views on others ; but that each

should concede to his brother that measure of liberty

which he claims for himself, as to things not expressly

revealed and fairly open to diversity of opinion. And
it is with the understood limitation, in applying this

principle, that the least possible change of any kind be

made ; that we aim at removing admitted blemishes,

not at estabhshing theoretical completeness ; and espe-

cially that nothing be added by one likely to give of-

fence to another, but rather that what each stumbles at

be removed, where no paramount obligation for retain-

ing it can be demonstrated.

And in preferring this plea for your help in secur-

ing a Revision to be conducted on these principles, I

appeal to your own evangelical profession, to the testi-

mony you have ever borne persistently in behalf of that

Gospel, which involves truthfulness the most exact, and
charity the most comprehensive. I appeal in behalf of

our own church, wliich we would fain have free from spot

or blemish, in itself, and for its own sake, if there were
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no such thing as a non-conformist in the land ; a ground

on which this cause has a claim on all churchmen,

except those whose sympathies are with the Romanists.

I appeal in behalf of those amongst our non-conforming

brethren, who hold and teach views of truth much the

same as ours ; and whose fathers, for holding and teach-

ing them, were most wrongfully shut out from our com-

munion. I appeal not with a view to win proselytes to

our church, but that we may silence its gainsayers ; and

because confession, repentance, amendment, and resti-

tution as far as practicable, although they cannot redress

the wrongs of centuries, might do much to abate their

evil consequences. I appeal without venturing to expect

the recovery of much that we have lost ; but in order

that, if it must remain a fact to be deplored, that the

national church is not as it ought to be the church of

the great bulk of the nation, ^^ there shall be no longer

the same ground as now for charging that church itself,

with having its aims frustrated, its energies crippled,

and some of the best of its children alienated, by its own
invincible indifference or wilfulness. Were it not that

men substantially agreeing with us in the realities of

the Gospel are kept apart from us, by reason of shades

of difference far less marked than those which are in fact

allowed amongst ourselves, we might be working to-

gether, with a force and a success hitherto wholly unat-

tainable, against vice in all its vileness, and unbehef in

all its foolishness. In checking the excesses of drunken-

ness and debauchery, and the renewed assaults of infi-

delity and Mariolatry, we now make no such progress

as our cause would warrant us to expect, whether

amongst rich or poor, whether at home or in distant

lands. Those to whom we address ourselves judge of

what we teach by what we do. And in our practice,

^° See Kote (k) in Appendix.
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however much they may be shocked by the gross mis-

conduct of some that are Christians in name alone, we
may be sure that they are scandahzed no less sorely, by
the dissensions which prevail on the subject of reUgion,

amongst those who seem most under its influence."

Who can doubt, that the results would be incomparably

greater, a much richer blessing from on high being

vouchsafed to crown our efforts with success, if we
would but in earnest try to work together as one man,

in the cause of truth and godhness ; each making some

sacrifice of himself to win his brother ; and all present-

ing to the world, for the first time since the age of the

apostles, the spectacle of a Christian people, calling no

man master upon earth, but held together by a bond

much more to be rehed upon,—their loving union with

the same Lord in heaven ?

Let us then redeem the time we have, and endeavour

to retrieve the errors of the past, by working heartily

in a spirit of mutual forbearance, at setting our house

in order for the present. Let us strive to adapt the

national church of the nineteenth century to the con-

victions and to the requirements of the nation that now
is. Let us join in revising its formularies according

to the only standard, by which the nation is wilhng

to abide, the Scriptures of the Old and New Testa-

ments, not bhndly worshipped in the letter, but impH-

citly accepted in the Spirit. On that ground let us take

our stand ; ever distinguishing between the homage
due to the Word of God, and that which man's inter-

pretation may prove to be worth ; lest by confound-

ing the two we render both alike unprofitable, and

give scepticism an entrance into the domain of cer-

tainty. In all words that are to be used in worship

or on occasions connected with religion, let us study to

" See Note (l) in Appendix.
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say what we mean, and to mean what we say, with a

degree of accuracy higher, if it may be, or at all events

not lower, than that which prevails in the common use

of language. Let us shrink, with an acute sense of

pain, from any the least approach to such unjustifiable

devices, as mental reservation, non-natural interpreta-

tion, and a charitable hypothesis incompatible with

fact. Let us prove that we have indeed a firm footing

on the Kock of Ages, and do habitually hve as seeing

Him who is invisible, by risking loss of influence and

of usefulness, much more loss of praise or of prefer-

ment, rather than suppress our conscientious convic;

tions, either not daring to look truth in the face, or not

venturing to proclaim it on the housetops.

Some good men have taken these matters so much
to heart, as to resign their benefices, and some have

even retired from our communion altogether ; as if un-

wilhng any longer to ofiiciate, or averse even to com-

municate, in a church in which a reform so greatly

needed has seemed hopeless. Others have thought it

better, after the example of our Protestant Reformers,

to avail themselves of their position within our fold, for

promoting the repair of its defects ; bearing patiently,

though not silently, for awhile, the yoke therein laid

upon them, in order that they may more efiectually help

to do away with it for generations yet to come.^^ Let
as many of us as have deemed this course the best,

whilst we honour the self-sacrifice of our brethren,

prove ourselves as sincere as they, as willing to spend

and to be spent in the same high and holy cause, by
meekness in submitting to reproaches for its sake, by
perseverance in pleading openly in its behalf, by making
our sentiments explicitly known, whereinsoever they

differ from some few expressions of our church, and by
^* See Note (m) in Appendix.
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thus freely exposing ourselves to any risk which may
arise of our being judicially ejected, however unwilling to

eject ourselves. It is easy for the cold and careless to

say of us, If they do not like the church, and its ser-

vices, and their part therein, let them withdraw from it,

and welcome. But we claim a right to stay in it, and
to have its ritual revised, for this very reason, that we
do like the church, and do love its services, and that we
have long been attached members of it, we and our

fathers before us ; and that many of us have devoted

life to its work in the ministry, and some of us reckon

it not the least service we have rendered it, that we
have laboured for the reform of its abuses. We claim

at least as much right to stay in it, as those who would

scoff us out of it. Instead of leaving it because of a

few faults, which might be easily amended, instead of

leaving it of our own accord, we will cleave to it, unless

indeed it cast us out ; we will cleave to it, and never

cease to work for the amendment of its defects. We
will cleave to it, we, and our children after us ; bringing

them up to glory in its membership, and, if they are so

disposed, to adopt the office of its ministry, as a calling

to a life of culture, of labour, and of love, and one

that pledges them in themselves and in all around them

to amend the bad, as well as to uphold the good. We
will cleave to it, if it were only for its faithful mainte-

nance of the supreme authority of the Word of God.

We will cleave to it, as its members, or as its ministers,

because it has never ceased to protest, that the authority

of those lively oracles of truth is ever to be held su-

preme in regard to whatsoever it says and does, prescribes

or sanctions. All we ask is, that now after the lapse of

centuries its formularies should be fairly submitted to

that test, with a view to modify thereby some few of

their expressions. In the name of those who have left
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us, in the name of those who remain, we implore it of

our rulers as a favour, we demand it of our country as

a right, that the ritual of our national church, to whose

communion we steadfastly adhere, be made to square

throughout with the one only inspired code of Faith and

Duty, The Bible. This is the claim of those who want

our liturgy revised. This is the claim which you are

hereby entreated to join in urging, and to prosecute

with a vigorous and united effort, as Evangelical Chris-

tians. And if one who owns that he once thought

evil of that title now appeals to you thus publicly to

advocate this claim, it is because, being convinced of

the truth of your convictions, he is become very jealous

for your honour ; and because he feels fully persuaded,

that by taking up this question now, in a spirit of faith,

hope, and charity, you will do more than by any other

means within your reach, to justify the name you bear

in the church, and to approve the excellency of the

Gospel to the world. As one who belongs not wholly

to any church name or party, he is free to recognize the

excellencies of each ; and he acknowledges that his

sympathies are chiefly with that which is supremely

excellent in yours. But whether your influence 'in

witnessing for saving truth shall hereafter prevail or

wane, depends largely, he feels deeply persuaded, on

the course you now adopt as to Liturgical Revision.

And on this ground he once more, in conclusion, urges

you to take up this important question with a holy

courage, and unflinching truthfulness, on the principle

of asking the least you need, and conceding the most
you can, and in the spirit not of exclusive partisanship

but of comprehensive brotherhood.

Western 8uper-Mare,

Decemher, 1863.
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NOTE A.—page 4.

The notions of Christianity which memory recalls as prevalent at

the period referred to, amongst church people in general, so far as they

embraced more than a superior code of morals, much more boasted of

than practised, were to some such effect as the following :—That at

baptism we had all been made Christians in the fullest sense of the

term ; and that therefore in virtue of the death of Christ we should

all be saved in the long run, however little like to His our minds and
lives might be ; our defects being made good by the abundance of His

merits, provided we kept within the bounds which society prescribed,

including the customary attendance at church services. Notwithstand-

ing the prevalence of notions such as these, it is certain that many
members of our church attained to a high degree of piety and worth,

through God's blessing on their use of our open Bible, and of our
liturgy so truly scriptural as a whole. But it is no less certain that

the Word of God bids us to build on a very different foundation, if we
would attain to holiness of the highest order, and diffuse it to the

widest extent.

NOTE B.—page 5.

That in the midst of the nineteenth century several educated mem-
bers of our church should become converts to the papal superstition,

with all its abominations as rank as in the Dark Ages, bound to it for

ever by its assumed infallibility, is a phenomenon, which, as will be

shewn in Note D, is closely connected with resistance to Liturgical

Revision.

NOTE 0.—page 7.

Even a slight sketch of these Revisions would occupy too much
space for a Note. Their history proves plainly, that every change

effected since the reign of Edward the Sixth has had more or less of a
tendency towards Romanism ; having been directed either to conciliate

Romanists, or to alienate and exclude Puritans, or to gratify the taste

of the ruling powers for pomp and pageantry and prelatical ascen-

dancy, rather than prompted by any desire to restore amongst us that
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purity of faith, that simplicity of worship, and that brotherly subor-

dination of discipline, which are in harmony with the principles of the

Gospel. On these grounds it would seem but fair that any revision

now to be effected should be of an anti-Eomanist character. Wo other

would suit the convictions of the nation at large.

NOTE D.—page 9.

The following is the Prospectus of the Tracts for the Times, as

circulated in 1833. It may be seen in Percival's Collection of Papers j

p. 17.

^' Suggestions for the formation of an Association of Friends

of the Church.

"It will readily be allowed by all reflecting persons, that events

have occurred within the last few years calculated to inspire the true

members and friends of the Church with the deepest uneasiness. The
privilege possessed by parties hostile to her doctrine, ritual, and polity,

of legislating for her—their avowed and unceasing efforts against her
—their close alliance with such as openly reject the Christian faith

—

and the lax and unsound principles of many who profess and even
think themselves her friends—these things have been displayed before

our eyes, and sounded in our ears, until from their very repetition we
almost forget to regard them with alarm.

" The most obvious dangers are those which impend over the Church
as an Establishment ; but to these it is not here proposed to direct

attention. However necessary it may be, on the proper occasion, to

resist all measures which threaten the security of ecclesiastical pro-

perty and privileges, still it is felt that there are perils of a character

more serious than those which beset the political rights and the tem-
poralities of the clergy ; and such moreover as admit and justify a
more active opposition to them on the part of individual members of

the Church. Every one, who has become acquainted with the literature

of the day, must have observed the sedulous attempts made in various

quarters to reconcile members of the Church to alterations in its doc-

trines and discipline. Projects of change which include the annihila-

tion of our creeds, and the removal of doctrinal statements incidentally

contained in our worship, have been boldly and assiduously put forth.

Our services have been subjected to licentious criticism, with a view of

superseding some of them and of entirely remodelling others. The
very elementary principles of our ritual and discipline have been rudely

questioned. Our apostolical polity has been ridiculed and denied.

" In ordinary times such attempts might safely have been left to

the counter operation of the good sense and practical wisdom, hitherto

so distinguishing a feature in the English character ; but the case is

altered, when account is taken of the spirit of the present age ; which
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is confessedly disposed to regard points of religious belief with in-

diflference, to sacrifice the interests of truth to notions of temporary
convenience j and to indulge in a restless and intemperate desire of

novelty and change.

" Under these circumstances it has appeared expedient to members
of the Church, in various parts of the kingdom, to form themselves

into an association on a few broad principles of union, which are cal-

culated from their simplicity to recommend themselves to the appro-

bation and support of churchmen at large, and which may serve as the

grounds of a defence of the Church's best interests against the im-

mediate difficulties of the present day. They feel strongly, that no
appearance of fear or forwardness on their part should dissuade them
from a design, which seems to be demanded of them by their affection

towards that spiritual community, to which they owe their hopes of

the world to come, and by a sense of duty to that God and Saviour

who is its founder and defender. And they adopt this method of re-

spectfully inviting their brethren, both clergy and laity, to take part

in their undertaking.

" Objects of the Association.

"1. To maintain pure and inviolate the doctrines, the services,

and the discipline of the Church ; that is, to withstand all change

which involves the denial and suppression of doctrine, a departure

from primitive practice in religious offices, or innovation upon the

apostolical prerogatives, order, and commission, of bishops, priests,

and deacons.

" 2. To afford churchmen an opportunity of exchanging their sen-

timents, and co-operating together on a large scale."

Now it is remarkable, that in this original statement of the objects

of the Tracts for the Times, the point mainly insisted on is resistance

to all or any reform in the Church, or revision of its formularies, which

might be apt to trench upon the high sacramental doctrines, or the

high sacerdotal claims, assumed to be primitive and apostolical, for

which the documents of our Church, as they now stand, afford a cer-

tain measure of ground. On this footing the Tracts by gradual de-

velopment raised the coherent structure of ascetism, celibacy, factitious

piety, and irresponsible church authority ; all of which, though neither

primitive nor apostolic, had been imported from oriental heathenism

into the Church of the first three centuries, and proved then, as they

have proved now, most favourable to the introduction of the more

gross but not more unscriptural superstitions of mediaeval popery.

The above prospectus was sent to the author of this Appeal, by one

of the leaders in the movement, with the following invitation added
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on the fly leaf of the printed circular. After the lapse of so many
years there would seem to be no objection to publishing a letter, which
is itself of a public character, and which throws some light on a most
important public movement.

College, Nov. I, 1833.
" Dear Girdlestone,

"Thank you for your account of your pro-

ceedings at Sedgley. T heartily wish it were in my power to help you
in finding a minister for the new church. I have mentioned it to

several men, but without success hitherto. The accompanying Sugges-

tions have brought out a feeling which will not soon (please God) be
put down. We are in motion from the Isle of Wight to Durham, and
from Cornwall to Kent. Surely the Church will shortly be delivered

from its captivity under wicked men, who are worse than Chushan-
rishathaim or the Philistines. We groan under that heterogeneous

un-ecclesiastical parliament, and will not submit to its dictation. I

do not know how far these sentiments will approve themselves to you
;

we shall be truly glad of your co-operation, as of one who really fears

God, and wishes to serve Him, but, if you will not, we will march
past you. We have been joined by persons of the most opposite sen-

timents, and I trust may do something towards uniting opposite parties

in the Church. Among our supporters are Archdeacons W
,

F , B , S , andL ; the Dean of R , R,

K j Mr. B , R , the W s, etc., etc. If we
do nothing after all, still we shall have discharged a duty, and may
sleep in quiet. We are publishing Tracts. Do you think there is any
chance of Mr. M , of Birmingham, joining us?

" Yours very truly,

" P.S. We do not mean to form an organized association at once,

since the Bishops, though they approve, cannot well give their names.

At present we are getting centres of communication."

Of the reply so much is subjoined as bears directly on the subject.

"Sedgley Vicarage, Dudley, Nov. 6, 1833.

"Dear ,

It gives me very great pain indeed to differ so

widely as I fear I do from you, in the matter to which your printed

circular and written letter refer. Nor do I like to say no to your
application, without assigning one or two of the reasons which chiefly

weigh with me.

1. "Your objects are indistinctly defined, 'Maintain inviolate'

looks very like to an anti-church-reform society ; though your defini-
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tion goes no further than I should gladly go with you, being extremely

averse to any change which * involves the denial or suppression of

doctrine' (sound doctrine I conclude you mean), or 'a departure,'

etc. I honestly assure you, I could not be certain whether it is your
intent to promote any change at all ; though I guess, from the tenour

of the whole paper, that almost any change would be counted inno-

vation.

2. "Besides this indistinctness as to your principles, I am at a loss

to understand in what way they are to be practically applied ; whether

the publication of a periodical, the influencing elections for M. P.'s,

the putting yourselves under the direction of a committee in all

matters connected with your first object, or the mere circulation of

tracts.

3. " I cannot approve of the feeling which pervades your document,

nor assent to the presumed data on which it proceeds. The spirit of

the times does not appear to me in the same light as it does to you.

And the worse it is, I am the more desirous that, in the Church at

least, a good spirit should be cultivated. Now this whole paper

breathes a censorious, querulous, discontented spirit ; a spirit of de-

fiance, unless I am much mistaken, to the party predominant at

present in the State ; a spirit which is the most likely of all others to

bring the Church into contempt with that party ; and, what is worse,

a spirit which is thoroughly opposite to the Christian rule of over-

coming evil with good.

" Do, dear , well consider where you are going in this business,

and do not, as you threaten, march past me, unless you are quite sure

that you will not hereafter wish to march back again.

Ever yours,

C. GIRDLESTONE."

NOTE E.—page 11.

Some notion of the interest felt in this subject, and of the extent

of the literature pertaining to it, may be gathered from a list of works

recently published, above four-score in number, appended to the

Prospectus of the Association for Promoting a Revision of the Prayer

Book. It may be obtained by applying to the Secretary, Kev. R.

Bingham, at the office, 17, Buckingham Street, Adelphi, C.W.

NOTE p.—page 11.

On May 19th, 1863, there was a debate in the House of Lords, on

the second reading of "The Acts of Uniformity Amendment Bill,"

moved by Lord Ebury ; whose arguments were supported by Earl

Grey and by the Bishops of London and of St. David's. On a division
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there were for the second reading 50, against it 90 j majority against

it 40. On June 1, 1863, in the same House, Lord Ebury moved for

an address to Her Majesty, in favour of the appointment of a Com-
mission to revise the Burial Service. In the memorable debate which
ensued, both our English Archbishops deprecated a division ; the one
at the same time owning, that in some cases the law as it stood is best

violated, and the other declaring, that the question was one which
could not be stifled. Two cabinet ministers spoke to the like purpose.

And a third, the Lord High Chancellor, referring pointedly to what
had fallen from the episcopal bench, thought it incumbent on the

Bishops to come forward and propose some satisfactory amendment of

the service. On this understanding, but with no definite pledge given,

the motion was withdrawn. On Monday, July 1 3, in the same House,

the Primate explained that the bishops stood pledged to no more than
that they would try to ascertain the feelings of the clergy on the sub-

ject. And the Archbishop of York intimated that he did not enter-

tain any sanguine hope that the bench of bishops would be able to

propose any measure generally acceptable.

In the House of Commons, June 9, 1863, Mr. Buxton moved,
" That in the opinion of this House, the Subscription required from
the clergy to the Thirty-nine Articles and to the Prayer Book ought
to be relaxed." A long debate ensued, in which two cabinet ministers

took part. One of them stated on behalf of his colleagues, that they
were not prepared to say, that in their opinion the law as it now stood

on these points was in a satisfactory state, or that it might not be
altered and amended with a due regard to the interests of the Church.
And the other laid it down, that it is one of the functions of the

Church, so far as it is an Establishment of the State, to adapt itself to

the conditions and exigencies of the nation.

This brief sketch may be verified by referring to the reports in the

"Times'* and in the " Guardian." The speeches in both houses were

characterized by a tone of moderation, earnestness, and practical good
sense, which argues well for legislation on the subject, if once taken in

hand by Parliament, the only authority that can amend its own anti-

quated Acts. Points of doctrine must of course be referred, as here-

tofore, to a royal commission, including a fair proportion of laymen.

As to Convocation, as now constituted, its proceedings neither have nor

deserve to have the confidence of the clergy or of the Church at large,

It is not a representative body as concerns either. The province of York,

and all Ireland have no part in it. The upper house consists exclu-

sively of the bishops. The majority of the lower house are church-

dignitaries, or their nominees, in number 101, to 44 diocesan proctors.

In the election of these latter, curates have no vote ; and many incum-
bents, the author for one, neither know nor care to know who is elected.

How hopeless must be the incapacity of the two houses, hampered as

they are by obsolete formalities, if in a whole session they could not

devise how to permit parents to act as sponsors for their children !
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NOTE G.—page 12.

The extent to which the Catechism is relied upon for moulding early-

religious impressions, readily accounts for the tenacity with which its

revision is resisted by some, but at the same time renders doubly inex-

plicable the indifference to this subject shown by others. In this

document, as it now stands, besides the fundamental error stated in

the text, the following points are more or less open to objection : 1.

More than half the questions and answers treat of one or other of the

sacraments, giving to these subjects a degree of prominence out of all

proportion to that which they occupy in the Word of God. 2. The
Holy Scriptures, and especially those of the New Testament, the glad

tidings of the Gospel, are not adverted to as the sole ultimate rule of

belief and practice. 3. Whereas the ten commandments of the Law
are recited at length, it is not explicitly taught that they are summed
up and also expanded in the two commandments of the Gospel, so as

to prove that love is the fulfilling of the law. 4. Several of the most
simple and elementary tenets of Christianity are either wholly ignored,

or are merely incidentally mentioned ; as the fall of man, and the

alienation of the whole race from their heavenly Father by sin, their

reconciliation through the atonement of the death of Christ, the free-

ness and fulness of the pardon vouchsafed for His sake to the penitent,

the justifying of believers through His merits, the converting and re-

newing influences of the Holy Ghost, bearing witness to the Saviour

in the soul, and working love towards God because He first loved us,

and hence working love to man, humble distrust of self, conformity of

heart to the will of the Most High, and a disposition to do all to His

glory. That these verities may be taught orally, in connection with

the letter of the Catechism, is not denied. But they are not directly

taught in the document itself, as plainly and prominently as they

ought to be ; considering how largely the formation of character for

the whole after life is moulded, in our teeming millions, even to the

ends of the earth, by a form of words rehearsed week after week, from

infancy to full grown youth, and ever associated with their most
hallowed recollections of ministerial and parental instruction. These

powerful associations will probably long prevent the revision and cor-

rection of those faults, which they at the same time render much more
injurious to the Church.

NOTE H.—page 13.

One of the most lamentable instances of the misapplication of our
Burial Service is the recital of any portion of it at the execution of

criminals, in the presence of such a congregation as is apt to come
together on that occasion. Here however much is left to the discre-

tion of the chaplain ; and it would seem to be custom rather than
rubric or law which leads to any such use of the service at all. But in all

other cases the law leaves no choice to the church minister, putting
into his mouth language for application to all, which there is in reality
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no need to use in the case of any. For it is not the office of the

Church to canonize its members, still less does it become the minister

of the church, at the solemn moment of interring the dead, to seem
to canonize all alike. To omit the few words which expressly bear

this purport is the obvious and only safe remedy. To leave the omis-

sion to the discretion of the minister would be to put him in a most
improper and most painful position. As to the suggestion made by
one of the bishops in the debate of June 1st, who thought the difficulty

might be met by an explanatory appendix at the end of the service,
*' stating, that by the use of certain expressions therein we did not
mean to imply any judgment on the particular case of the departed ;

"

it is hard to see how this would make it more consistent with truth-

fulness to use words which do imply such judgment. Tf one were
required to pronounce, on some solemn occasion, that black is white,

there would be little consolation in having it printed in a book, no,

nor even in having it said out aloud straightway afterwards, that the

words are not to be understood as pronouncing any opinion on the

question of colour or complexion. So little do those who rarely use

this service appreciate the real hardship of the case. So little are the

officiating clergy likely to gain by Revision, if it be left entirely in

the hands of those, who may never have been much exposed, and are

not likely to be ever exposed much more, to the grievances which call

most loudly for redress. One very painful aspect of these grievances,

not sufficiently considered, is this : that as matters now stand, the

officiating minister, who ought to be a pattern of obedience to law,

cannot always avoid transgressing it in his public ministrations. He
may choose whether he will violate church law or state law ; but he
cannot choose but violate one of them ; not only in the use of the

service for Burial, but also in Solemnizing Matrimony, and in admin-
istering the Lord's Supper. The coroner's warrant may bid him bury
as a good Christian some notorious suicide. The Registrar's certificate

must be accepted as equivalent to banns or license. And the most
notorious ill liver in the parish may present himself, after due notice,

at the Lord's Table, backed by all the penalties of the Court of Queen's

Bench, in the event of his rejection.

NOTE. I.—page 15

It is a deplorable fact that very many of the evangelical clergy were

induced to sign an anti-revision Declaration, which was extensively cir-

culated, in 1860, with a note inviting signatures, on the alleged ground
of some words of Lord Ebury's ingeniously misapplied. The Declara-

tion ran thus : " We, the undersigned. Clergy of the United Church
of England and Ireland, desire to express our conviction that any
attempt at the present time to alter the Book of Common Prayer

would be attended with great danger to the peace and unity of the

Church." To the note which accompanied it the author of this Appeal

sent the following reply :

—
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" In reply to a circular signed by yourself and others inviting me
to join in deprecating the revision of the Prayer Book 'at the present

time/ I take the liberty of asking at what time, past or future, you
and they would judge it more expedient than now 2 For my own part

I think the present the best time that ever was or ever will be. My
reasons for so thinking are as follows :—First, it never was so obvious

as now that our Liturgy, in its present state, admits of being inter-

preted in harmony with that spurious Christianity called Popery, against

which the church of these realms is pledged to protest. Secondly, the

danger never was so imminent as now ; that if temperate revision be

frustrated, we shall have in its stead a sweeping revolution. For such

a calamity I dare not in any wise make myself responsible, by signing

the proposed declaration."

It is perhaps needless to state, that no answer was ever sent to the

question thus propounded.

NOTE K.—page 17.

However lamentably numerous may be the nonconformists, it is no-

torious that their proportion to the members of the national church

was exhibited most fallaciously by the census of 1851 ; which in that

respect was no census at all. For, in the first place, it did not purport

to be more than an account of the numbers present in church or

chapel on one particular day. Secondly, the numbers attending divine

service were in most cases not accurately counted but loosely guessed ;

BO that the Returns ill deserve the name of Statistics. Thirdly, if the

numbei-s had been counted ever so accurately, they would have been

no valid criterion from which to estimate the proportionate numbers

of the members of each communion ; for two obvious reasons, one,

because attendance at divine service on the Sunday is not held to be

of the same importance in all communions alike, or practised in all to

the like extent ; the other, because owing to difference of organization,

it was much more practicable in some than in others to secure a full

attendance on the day in question. Fourthly, if the Registrar General

aimed at obtaining the true Statistics of Religious Denominations, he

had but to require each head of a family to note this point for each

inmate, just as was done in a matter far from being so easy to ascer-

tain, the age of each. We should then have had not a series of guesses

liable to suspicion of exaggeration, but a statement of facts made on

the best possible authority, not conjecture as to the number of wor-

shippers who happened to attend on one particular day, but a return

of the actual numbers professing themselves members of each commu-
nity at the time being. An actual census of this kind, for 1861, was

objected to by those who had been making political capital out of the

imaginary one for the ten years preceding. Their objections on the

score of conscience were little creditable either to those who urged

them, or to those who complied with them. And the anxiety then

manifested to prevent a fair appeal to facts, coupled with the above
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remarks, render it highly probable, that the proportionate number of

churchmen, if actually counted, would prove more than double that

which has been loosely surmised on the showing of their opponents.

NOTE L.—page 18.

The Congregational Year Book (Jackson and Walford. Is. 6d.) gives

a full account of one of the most prominent of the nonconformist

bodies, commonly called the Independents. Their Book for 1862 was
of more than common interest, containing, at p. 31, a very able Re-
port on Romanist encroachments, also at p. 50, the expression of much
regret for dissensions among Christians, and at page 60, a long paper,

drawn up by Mr. Joshua Wilson, on the approaching Bicentenary of

1662. As a specimen of the spirit and language engendered by a
sense of persecution, real or imaginary, let the reader note the following

"practical suggestion," occurring at p. 66. "That popular tracts on
these subjects be printed and circulated, either gratuitously or at a very

low price, among all the members of our congregations ; some of them
especially adapted to the young. Nor let this be confined to our own
people ; let us work the press as we have never yet worked it, and
scatter authentic information broadcast through the whole length and
breadth of the land. Let the people of England know on what an
anti-christian and sectarian foundation the Ecclesiastical Establishment

in this country was reconstructed in 1662 ; and that it still rests on
the same basis—An Act of Parliament, and such an Act / Let

the infamous character of this Act, the base spirit in which it was
framed, the base spirit by which it was earned, the base purpose for

which it was intended, be exposed to the public gaze in all their hideous

deformity." However largely this language may be exaggerated, and
however much of this indignation may be out of place in the case of

modern Independents, whose grounds of dissent, as now enlarged upon,

were never thought of in 1662, still they strongly illustrate the point

urged at p. 18 of this appeal. For how can two bodies cordially co-

operate in any good work, or feel towards each other the respect

implied in such co-operation, when one referring to the other delibe-

rately prints, publishes, and circulates words like these, first read out

with approbation in their general assembly ?

NOTE M.—page 19.

As long as the law makes orders indelible, shutting out the ordained

minister from other callings by which he might live, and in which he
might be serviceable, it seems preposterous to demand of church re-

forming incumbents, that they should vacate their position instead of

trying to improve it. It is a question for themselves to decide ; as

they that must give account, but not to man.
As instances in illustration of the two courses of action here indi-

cated, and as proofs that either course is consistent with high Chris-
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tian principle, the author would name the Hon. and Rev. Baptist

Noel, and the Rev. Dr. Marsh ; of whom he here makes mention, be-

cause it was at their joint suggestion, made ere the former had seceded,

that he first committed himself to the thankless task of advocating

Liturgical Revision. In 1832 he had published a " Letter on Church
Reform," recommending the augmentation of the smaller benefices

out of resources of the larger, by a revised assessment of the Tenths
;

and in 1833 a "Second Letter on Church Reform," urging a restric-

tion of Pluralities, such as has since been effected by Act of Parlia-

ment. In the latter year he had also published a " Sermon preached

before the University of Oxford on Affection between the Church and
Dissenters." Owing to these publications, and in connection with the

change in his convictions then in progress, (see p. 4), he was brought
into communication with these two excellent men ; and was led thereby

to write and publish in 1834 his "Third Letter on Church Reform,"

being a plea for revision of the liturgy with a view to a comprehen-
sion of Dissenters. Much he honours them both ; the one for the

great sacrifice he deliberately made, in leaving our church when he

despaired of its reform, the other for abiding in his ministry, and
labouring in his work of love, hoping against hope, and helping when
there were few to help in promoting the amendment of its ways.

Deeply does the author own himself beholden to both of them, for

first calling his attention to this subject, of which he has never since

lost sight, and to which he has from that time to this attached more
and more importance. For having had cause, at about the same period,

to watch with more than common interest the progress of the Tracts

for the Times, (see Note B,) he could not fail to observe how essentially

the one movement is antagonistic to the other. As long as we leave

all things in our church just as they were last ordered in the reign of

Charles the Second, there is a bye-path practicable though tortuous

from Anglo Catholic to Roman Catholic. And it is only by elimina-

ting from our formularies all traces of Romish error, that we can deprive

Jesuits of any footing within our fold for beguiling proselytes to Rome.

" And let it be spoken with as little offence as it is with delight

:

we that seem to be the forwardest in reformation are not yet so come
out of Babylon, as that we have not many shameful badges of her

captivity."

—

Bishop Bedell.
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